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Editor’s Note
Aryaman Paul

I’ve been thinking a lot about where the last 6 
months have really gone and for some reason I 
started relating to the Phineas and Ferb theme 
song so much, mainly the line “Finding a good 
way to spend it”. We weren’t loaded with work or 
passing time doing the “Normal” things in life, we 
were quarantined for the whole part of it and now 
as we enter this post quarantine state of limbo, 
just a few questions circulate in our heads. “Where 
have the last 6 months gone?” “How did I spend 
them?” “Was it worthwhile?” but the last two 
questions are easily the most important “Does this 
still feel like a pandemic?” and an internal question 
of “How would I feel if college reopened?”
 
As you read that last question, I’m sure a few 
images flashed through your mind. Your friends 
talking to you not through a screen but through a 
mask, you are sitting in your studios, drafting a BC 
sheet, late night talks and travels and well many 
more. But if you are still unsure as to how you 
feel about it go over to our Lucid Conversations 
and ease your mind as I am sure you are not the 
only one having these thoughts. If that is not 
confirmation enough to you then continue to our 
Agree to Disagree section where Ann Lia Matthew, 
Anish Bhargav and Melita Patricia break down how 
we all could be feeling, unknowingly knowing that 
college might start sooner rather than later.
 
After which we welcome the new teams for 
Courtyard and On the Pod, and wish them an 
exciting year ahead. Finally we have a short yet 
effective compilation of potential movies and 
series that you can still pursue before the prodigal 
son (Architecture) returns into our lives and makes 
sure that we are as busy as ever. This issue of 
Courtyard aims to reach out to a larger and more 
diverse reader base, while also doing a little bit 
of cheeky self-promotion, I mean they do say self-
praise is the best praise. Either way, we hope you 
enjoy this issue, happy reading.
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Neuralink

It was perfect. I was perfect.
This year has been horrible. Pandemic, fires, leaders who had no 
idea what to do, fires breaking out. People dying every day and 
governments acting as if everything was back to normal. Amongst 
all this bad news, there was a tiny piece of good news that was 
trending on Twitter and was soon mostly swept under the rug as it 
was something of the future and not anything that could help us 
right now. A few weeks went past, and this was about three days 
before our semester started. I was in Mysore when it happened 
and honestly, it was terrifying. Out of mere curiosity, I randomly 
decided to look up their site. It was all pretty normal- they had your 
standard futuristic website and nothing looked out of the ordinary. 
I was scrolling through the links when I stumbled upon one that 
was asking for applications. I clicked it and on a whim, I decided to 
fill it out. I was likely to be rejected anyways since I was an Indian 
citizen. Anyway, that was that. A few days had passed by and I had 
just come back to the house after meeting a friend. It was past 
ten in the night and I was living alone in a five bedroom house. 
So it was already scary enough before I saw that all the taps on 
the outside of the house were left open. My electricity had been 
switched off manually and the water from the taps had reached my 
gate. As I made my way to my door, there was a box sitting in front. 
I just took it and hurried inside, locked up everything and double 
checked to make sure. I couldn’t find anyone when I looked outside 
but I couldn’t shake off the feeling that someone was looking at 
me. I stared at the box- it looked like your standard e-commerce 
box and I definitely hadn’t ordered anything. I decided to open 
it- stupid, I know, but I really couldn’t resist doing so. Inside was 
bubble wrap, a lot of it. After I unwrapped all of that, I came across 
a small metal box. It was sleek and black- pretty elegant, to be 
honest. I opened it, obviously, and as you probably guessed by 
now, it had a small sim-sized chip inside with a pamphlet sized 
sheet kept folded under it.

Hi Zaid,

Your application was reviewed and accepted, please proceed to 
swallow the chip you see before you. This is a newer prototype 
than the one we released information about to the public but I 
am sure you will find this just as satisfactory. We will soon get in 
touch with you to mark your progress.

Enjoy,
Yours Truly
Shivon Zillis
Project Director

I stared at the chip with quite a bit of apprehension, as one should 
in such a scenario. But it had been a bad day and honestly, it 
couldn’t get worse. I took the chip and swallowed it with a glass 
of water. No idea if I’m allowed to do that, but I just can’t be 
bothered anymore. I went to sleep after a couple of hours feeling 
no different. It started the next day. That’s when I felt it. Power, is 
that the word? I was more scared
than anything, but I felt it. It was an undeniable surge of power. 
Not the superhero  raw kind of power, but power that gives you 
complete control of your body. It was like being inside a body I was 
already inside of- does that even make sense?

***
It has been a month now; I am right now in my structures class, 
explaining a concept of only god knows what.

It was perfect. I was perfect.
Neuralink, the future is now.
Please pay 999 rupees for unlimited data for a year to continue.

Zaid Patel
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The COVID-19 pandemic has brought the 
entire world to a halt, with India being 
no exception. A strict lockdown was 
implemented to prevent the spread of the 
deadly virus and eventually, it was lifted in 
different stages across the country.

One of the first places to be shut down 
were educational institutions, as children, 
whose immune systems are constantly 
under development, are more susceptible. 
Now, over half a year later, the Karnataka 
government has taken a bold step in 
stating that they plan to open educational 
institutions in the state from the first of 

October.

The number of cases in India are rising and 
have been breaking all-time highs nearly 
every day. Karnataka, in particular, has 
recorded over 3,50,000 cases already and 
ranks fourth in the country. The opening of 
intra and interstate travel has resulted in an 
even higher surge in cases.

The decision to open educational 
institutions, spaces which have the 
potential to become the biggest hotspots 
for the virus to spread even more, at this 
time, is definitely one that is controversial.

On September 1st, the college resumed 
online classes for the new academic year 
(2020-21) across all batches. Meanwhile, 
the Karnataka government dropped the 
bomb that they’re intending to open all 
colleges and resume offline classes by 
October 1st. And as much as I miss college 
life, there are too many undeniable facts 
that explicitly scream “It’s a bad idea!”.

To drop some stats; India has seen a surge 
in COVID-19 cases over the past week, 
surpassing Brazil, to take the second spot in 
the list of nations worst hit by the pandemic 
after a record spike of 90,802 fresh cases 
in under 24 hours (on 07/09/2020). 
Mysuru accounts for 22% of total cases in 

Karnataka.

Students returning from other states are 
at risk of exposure, especially since it’s 
unsafe to use any public transportation in 
view of the unreliable condition of India 
and its citizens. Some students may be 
stuck in containment zones and others 
might suffer from respiratory ailments. As 
for the students living with family, they risk 
infecting their own family members.

Say we do manage to get back to college 
unscathed despite the odds piled against 
us, what are students who take Ubers daily 
supposed to do? Is it safe when we take a 
different auto daily?

Things have never been the same since 
COVID-19 decided to stop human physical 
interaction. Looking at the situation, we 
can conclude that people have either 
slowly started to adapt to living with it 
or have simply stopped caring about it, 
thus resulting in going back to their tasks 
at hand. In the physical sense, reopening 
colleges happens to be more of a piece 
of happy news amidst the situation. We’ll 
never know when or how we are going to 
get rid of this virus- we could keep waiting 
or just start living with it.

I can count the number of times I have got 

to meet people other than faces I usually 
see at home, and the number stops at 4. If 
this goes on, I might end up not knowing 
what humans, other than my parents might, 
look like. Virtual calls are not helping either.
 
Things are never going to be the way they 
were before, but at least reopening college 
and getting back to meeting up with 
people might actually alleviate the state of 
our mental health, especially considering 
the environment of our college, which 
has become a home to many of us. This 
would happen by engaging us in a physical 
environment, one in which we  dont have to

agree to disagree

Is the Karnataka government’s decision to reopen colleges and institutions from 
October 1st justified?

to just sit in a four walled room in front of 
a screen.
 
All of us physically being in the same 
space and starting to just get back, while 
complaining about the day (maybe with a 
little bit of social distancing) and making 
useless jokes would actually make a big 
difference. WHO had mentioned that 
COVID19 is an endemic, like HIV. I am sure 
none of us need a class in the form of a 
never-ending screen recording.
 
This may not be the right thing to be doing 
now, but as put across by the quote, “there 

is nothing right or wrong”. Hence, may 
COVID-19 never be an ENDEMIC.

Having advised schools and colleges to 
function online until the virus is subdued, 
this decision may seem bizarre, but one 
must not forget that not every school 
and student has the required facilities for 
classes to be conducted online.

Karnataka and Bangalore boast a number 
of excellent institutions which attract 
students from all over the country and 
abroad as well. Commencement of offline 
classes would mean that the students who 
have returned home would have to travel 
back to Karnataka, enduring a mandatory 
14-day quarantine, if the UGC requires as 

such. The effectiveness of online classes is 
also one that has been under question over 
the past few months due to various issues.

Has this decision been made in the interest 
of the students or of the government? Are 
institutions being opened because the 
authorities consider it to be safe, or in an 
attempt to save the declining economy, 
one in which education has become an 
important industry?

Returning students would have to social 
distance at all times, but this is impossible 
to enforce at all hours of the day when 
ultimately, a large number of students 
will be gathering in all the colleges to 
resume offline classes, due to which risk 
of infection will rise, inspiring more surges 
in the number of cases. Concurrently, the 
health of professors alongside students, 
especially our senior faculty would be in 
jeopardy.

As a result of all these uncertainties, many 
parents are against sending their kids 
back to college in view of the current 
deteriorating pandemic situation in 
India. Finally, it isn’t ideal to shift midway 

through a semester that essentially ends in 
December. We’d only be returning for the 
last two months, so we might as well have a 
completely online semester and return for 
our semester end exams by December or 
January next year.

Despite these statistics and facts, the global 
pandemic might as well have disappeared 
in the minds of the government and the 
public with how life is resuming to its usual 
bustle.

However, COVID-19 is NOT DONE with us 
yet.
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Ann Lia Mathew

Anish Bhargav S M

Melita Patricia Faraira

Reopening the 
college and 
getting back to 
meeting up with 
people might 
actually alleviate 
the state of our 
mental health”

The decision to 
open educational 
institutions, 
spaces which 
have the potential 
to become the 
biggest hotspots 
for the virus is 
definitely one that 
is controversial”

Some students 
may be stuck 
in containment 
zones and others 
might suffer 
from respiratory 
ailments. As for 
the students living 
with family, they 
risk infecting 
their own family 
members”

“

“

“

(The statement above was debated, discussed and chosen under the assumption that college would be reopening on October 1st)
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What is the difference between the on-screen portrayal of the love story 
of a straight couple and a queer couple? The straight couple never has 
to go through a process of self-discovery where they have to loudly 
and proudly proclaim that they are heterosexual, they don’t have to 
go through a phase where they think that they are confused about 
who they are and most importantly they don’t have to worry about 
being accepted by their near and dear about who they love, as long 
as there is one penis and one vagina involved in the relationship. But 
what if the hetero love stories and queer love stories could be treated 
equally? What if the differences between the two can be eliminated 
and both stories seen with the same level of acceptance? A scene from 
Love, Simon (2018) comes to mind when Simon imagines, confused 
about who he is, what if straight kids had to come out to their parents 
as straight only to be met with shock and horror leading to a simply 
jaw dropping scene in the film. Television series or movies that portray 
queer love stories have to grapple with the question of ‘how will a 
hetero-normative society which has a very binary view of gender and 
a singular acceptable view of love accept queerness in its most basic 
form, as a classic love story?’

Though the series doesn’t really come off as being about queerness 
and queer love, Schitt’s Creek ends up celebrating the love shared 
between two cis-gendered men. The story starts off with a simple what-
if situation; what if a filthy stinking rich family loses all their money and 
is forced to live their lives in a microscopic town that they bought as 
a joke? The story of the town of Schitt’s Creek (after which the show 
is named) is about the people who live there. The people are simple 
and their lives even more so. No one in town is pretentious and all are 
going about their lives in peace until they are disrupted by the arrival 
of the Rose family (who btw are the owners). Through 6 seasons of rib 
tickling humour, the Rose family becomes an integral part of this small 
community of Schitt’s Creek and vice versa. 

The story, written by Daniel Levy, seems like a family project with Daniel, 
Eugene (his father) and Sarah (his sister) all playing key roles in the 
series. The storytelling is powerful and the synergy between the writers 
and the actors is so seamless that most of the subtle character quirks 
are beautifully captured by actors of the likes of the aforementioned 
Eugene Levy, Catherine O’Hara and Chris Elliott, supported by an 
equally talented breed of young actors. 

For an absolutely binge worthy series that will challenge your hetero-
normative binary views and test your feminist-ness, Schitt’s Creek is a 
must watch, at least twice to really understand what I’m talking about. 
Also, for a comedy series, carry a handkerchief and thank me later. 

All six seasons of Schitt’s Creek are available on Netflix. Happy binging 
y’all!

Schitt’s Creek
A series review by Shreyas Baindur
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Reality Checks

Watch This.

Wild Wild Country 
Phenomenal story 
telling without a bias, 
hence, making you 
formulate your
own.

The Intern
If you want a heart-
warming movie to 

just make you feel like 
a nice warm cup of 

coffee on a rainy day, 
this is it.

The Godfather
Nothing beats 
a good ol’ 
gangster movie.

The Sopranos 
Honestly, ‘The 
Godfather’ of all 
shows.

Hum Saath Saath Hain
The OG sanskaari 
Bollywood superhit 
where a large joint 
family breaks into 
song and dance at 
the drop of a hat

Sholay 
REVENGE
 
BROMANCE 

EPIC VILLAIN 

 Om Shaanti Om
 REINCARNATION 

.....

Django Unchained

Shutter Island

Just thinking about 
the movie sends 

chills down the 
spine.

Honestly, your eyes 
don’t leave the 
screen from the first 
frame to the last.

Movies good for any 
time of the day

Yeh nahi dekha toh 
kya hi dekha

Ek dum dhak-dhak 
horelai

Binge-worthy shows

Movies that make a grown individual cry Suspense

The Social Dilemma 
Even though it’s a 

parasite, it still has 
all of the inherent 
benefits that now 

control the world. A 
concept so engaging 
that you get yourself 

hooked onto it.

The Sinner 

The experience 
leaves you 

wondering about 
your own demons.

A Wednesday

The ideologies of 
the sides portrayed 
are astounding and 

very enthralling

There is no animated 
movie more perfectly 
tied together as this 
movie has been. 
Musically? It just plays 
at your heartstrings.

Up Inside Out
A wonderful concept to 
bring about in this age 
for children, teens, and 
adults alike. It teaches 
you to accept all of your 
emotions and thoughts 
honestly.

Do you think you’ve finished mining the depths of entertainment available for your viewing pleasure? 
Hopefully, the following list will bring you something that has slipped your radar.
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